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Flexible container loaded with a prod, has its neck clamped, the pressure external 
to the container is reduced, so that the container inflates, one wall of the 
container is pierced as it separates from the other on inflation, and gas is 
injected into the container through the pierced opening before the container is 
sealed between the pierced opening and the prod. 

USE/ADVANTAGE - Packaging shredded cheese, chopped meat, bakery prods, and other 
prod, whose storage life is extended by packing in an oxygen free inert gas atmos . 
Provides a simple appts. which produces a package in which the package is not 
subject to a signi-ficant pressure differential between the inside and the outside 
of the package and therefore no pressure is exerted on the package contents. 
ABSTRACTED- PUB -NO : 

US 4779398A 
EQUIVALENT -ABSTRACTS : 



Gas flushed packages are made by lowering the pressure outside a filled container 




Record Display Form 



http://westbrs:8820ftin/gatexxe?f=^ 



which is clamped by the neck, piercing the wall in the neck region and allowing 
air to escape before injecting gas into the container. The container may be passed 
to remove air. Gas is pref . injected using sharpened nozzles. USE / ADVANTAGE - 
Useful for packaging chopped cheese or meat, bakery prods., etc. The contents of 
the package are not crushed or compressed by pressure differential . 
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(54) Method and apparatus for making gas flushed packages 

(57) A method and apparatus for making gas Hushed packages in a vacuum chamber 7, which includes a bag mouth clamp 
14 spaced apart from seal bars 6,6' disposed to transversely seal the bag neck, comprises vertically moveable piercing 
blade and nozzle assembly 1 9 ,20 penetrate the upper wall of the bag neck as the chamber pressure is lowered with the 
bag mouth held by clamp 14 and the bag "balloons" thereby causing the upper and lower neck walls to separate. Once ^the 
bag is pierced and the residual air escapes, a predetermined amount of gas is injected through the nozzle assembly and 
then-the bag is sealed by bars 6,6'. If desired, sufficient gas can be injected to make a pillow pack. In a modification, the 
nozzle and blade assembly is replaced by a sharpened piercing nozzle 21 (Fig. 6). A heavy chain mail curtain 12 (Figs 7 
and 8) may be employed to assist removal of air from the bag. 
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